


Computer Hardware

• What you get when it’s time for you to “buy a 
computer”

• Examples 



• Computer software, or just software is a 
general term used to describe a collection 
of computer programs, procedures and 
documentation that perform some tasks on a 
computer system .



• Application Software - such as word 
processors which perform productive tasks 
for users. 

• System Software such as operating systems, 
which interface with hardware to provide the 
necessary services for application software 



• Applicaton Software is the general 
designation of computer programs for 
performing user tasks. Application software 
may be general purpose (word processing, 
web browsers, ...) or have a specific purpose 
(accounting, truck scheduling, ...). 



• Between the hardware and the application 
software lies the operating system. The 
operating system is a program that conducts 
the communication between the various 
pieces of hardware like the video card, sound 
card, printer, the motherboard and the 
applications.



• System software is software that basically 
makes the computer work. Besides operating 
systems, other examples are anti-virus 
software, communication software and 
printer drivers. Without the system software 
the computer doesn't work. 

• In contrast to system software, software that 
allows you to do things like create text 
documents, play games, listen to music, or 
surf the web is called application software



Worksheet

• Complete Literacy Worksheet #3 which can be 
found on S: drive


