


Application Software

Application software is 

any program that functions 

and is operated by means 

of a computer, with the 

purpose of supporting or 

improving the software 

user's work.



ÅWord Processors

ÅSpreadsheets

ÅMedia Players

ÅDatabase Application



ÅA word processor(more formally known as document 
preparation system) is a computer application used for the 
production (including composition, editing, formatting, and 
possibly printing) of any sort of printable material

ÅMicrosoft Word is the most widely used computer word 
processing system. There are also many other commercial 
word processing applications, such as WordPerfect, which 
dominated the market from the mid-1980s to early-1990s.  
Open-source applications such OpenOffice.org Writer are 
rapidly gaining in popularity. Online word processors such as 
Google Docs are a relatively new category

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microsoft_Word
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WordPerfect
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-source
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-source
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-source
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OpenOffice.org_Writer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Google_Docs


ÅA spreadsheetis a computer applicationthat 
simulates a paper worksheet. It displays multiple 
cells that together make up a grid consisting of 
rows and columns, each cell containing either 
text or numeric values.

ÅMicrosoft Excel is now considered to have the 
largest market share on the Windows and 
Macintosh platforms.  Quattro Pro is the 
comparable Corel Spreadsheet Application and 
Calcƛǎ hǇŜƴhŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ {ǇǊŜŀŘǎƘŜŜǘ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ



ÅA databaseis a structured collection of records or data that is 
stored in a computer system

ÅDatabases are commonly used to store bodies of data which 
are too large to be managed on paper or through simple 
spreadsheets. Most businesses use databases for accounts, 
inventory, personnel, and other record keeping. Databases are 
also becoming more widely used by home users for address 
books, cd collections, recipe archives, etc. There are very few 
fields in which databases cannot be used.

ÅSome standard Database Programs
Microsoft Access
Corel Paradox
OpenOffice Base

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data


ÅMedia playeris a term typically used to describe computer 
software for playing back multimedia files. Most software 
media players support an array of media formats, including 
both audio and video files.

ÅMicrosoft Windows comes with pre-loaded Windows Media 
Player. The latest is Windows Media Player 11, which is 
bundled with Windows Vista, and available as a download for 
Windows XP SP2. Mac OS X comes pre-loaded with Quicktime
Player for playing Quicktime movies and iTunes for playing a 
variety of media formats. Winamp supports Apple iPods and 
other portables like Creative's Zen while also supporting audio 
and video playback. Linux distributions come pre-loaded with 
various media players including VLC, MPlayer, xine, and Totem

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_Media_Player
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_Media_Player
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quicktime
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ITunes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winamp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IPods
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/VLC_media_player
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MPlayer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Totem_(media_player)


ÅA file format is a particular way to encode information 
for storage in a computer file.

ÅSince a disk drive, or indeed any computer storage, can 
store only bits, the computer must have some way of 
converting information to 0s and 1s and vice-versa. There 
are different kinds of formats for different kinds of 
information. Within any format type, e.g., word 
processordocuments, there will typically be several 
different formats. Sometimes these formats compete 
with each other.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disk_drive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_storage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bit


ÅClick here for an alphabetized list of file 
formats

Åhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alphabetical_list_
of_file_extensions



Assignments to complete

ÅImmediatelyΧΦΦ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ CL Worksheet #4 
which can be found on S: drive

ÅBy the end of this week
Complete Computer Literacy Assignment #2 
which is published on our class webpage


