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West Kent School Council Meeting January 11, 2011

Alison MacDougall, chair, called the meeting to order at 7:05pm.

Inge Dorsey, acting secretary, read the minutes from previous meeting. Minutes were approved with one correction; January 22 is the correct date for the deadline for the Extra Mile Award.

Treasurer’s Report – (see attached)		
Trevena MacLeod reported the current bank balance to be $12,262.75. There is still $251 to be collected from the Silent Auction. Ross indicated there might be some of those funds in the school office. Trevena to follow up on this.
 A notice will be sent to school community reminding prize winners to collect their prizes.
Trevena reported that School Council still has commitments for the following expenses: $900 – stage, $400 for Foothills Brass Quartet performance (school to be reimbursed for the payment of this bill)(see Treasurer’s report).


Old Business-

	Resolutions for PEI Home & School Federation AGM meeting due Jan.31/11. AGM scheduled for April 16,2011, more details about the meeting to follow.

	SMART Boards are installed in all homeroom classrooms, music and resource rooms.

	New library furniture has arrived.
	
	Follow up on incident in playground on a weekend in the fall. Ross indicated that it was reported in the media that it was investigated by police and found to be a misunderstanding.

New Business –

	Jan.22/11 is the deadline for the Extra Mile Award.

	Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week begins Feb. 14. Social Committee is planning for those activities.

	Family literacy Day is Jan.27. 
	People were encouraged to start thinking about planning for future fundraising goals. Fall Fair Coordinators Sarah Keaveney Vos & Stacey Kerr will complete a CV on the event for future organizers.

	Mould assessment was completed at West Kent School and no problems were detected. They discovered one minor window leak, recommended for repair. An independent company has been contracted by the ESD to conduct testing.

	Old library furniture is currently in dumpster. Wk is contacting Grace Christian School to see if they are interested. Suggestion was made to contact Habitat for Humanity. Ross reported that WK staff re-used all possible pieces of furniture.

Principal’s Report – delivered by Ross McDermott (see attached)

	School teams participating at the district & provincial levels for gymnastics.

	Staff  members are considering options regarding Science & Heritage Fairs. Ross was encouraged to consult with parents before making final decisions to discontinue these activities.

	Feb. 1/11 is a PD Day and Becky Newson will be delivering a session on Literacy Assessment. The afternoon sessions will have a math focus. SMART Board in-service continues with staff during after school hours.

	SMART Boards – all classrooms have one and WK School has purchased an ELMO (high definition document camera) for use with SMART Boards. Ross demonstrated this equipment as well as the set of clickers that have been purchased.

	Resource Room has been relocated to the teacher’s workroom.

	WK School has received a donation of gently used desktop computers.

	There are 8 new computers installed in the Library as part of the provincial Library Renewal Program. There is a new desktop computer for the circulation desk as well as a laptop for library use.

	The WK library circulation program is now available online for use by students’ families. New library furniture is here.

	Spring Park School closure means that 5 classes of kindergarten students will be relocated to West Kent School. Impacts at WK – Y’s Men’s Afterschool Program and EAL program moving to the Art Room; 3 French Immersion Kindergarten classes to go in rooms under the gym; A+ Program moving to Prince Street School; WK Chess Club to meet Thursday’s in the library; 2 English Spring Park kindergarten classes to share Resource Room space; WK resource & Reading Recovery to be conducted in the renovated teacher’s work room/Literacy Centre space; WK front office will house a part-time Spring park secretary; all the new infrastructure to accommodate the Spring Park relocation will remain at West Kent; all transportation of Spring Park students will be organized through Spring Park school, leaving a few minutes earlier; 61 children from Spring Park will attend West Kent and will maintain the same schedule as WK students; Spring park music & phys ed teachers are itinerant and will use WK facilities as available and/or will conduct subjects in homeroom classes.

	Gymnastics Zone meet at West Royalty School Feb 8, WK School meet date to follow.

	Hackmatack reading program set to begin.

	Tell Them From Me program teacher surveys completed Nov. 28/10. Grades 4-6 student surveys completed in December 2010. Parents to be surveyed in spring 2011. In future students will be surveyed annually; staff every 2 years and parents every 3 years.

	Ross mentioned conducting a survey in the school newsletter regarding the school lunch program’s current offerings.

	Spring Park students to participate in the West Kent intramural program. West Kent staff planning an official welcome event for Spring Park students & staff.

	There is a wall mounted TV outside the office that shows a slideshow & tickertape on a loop.

	Janice Hopkirk passed on a compliment from a tradesperson who often works at West Kent. He mentioned that the school has a good feel to it and the people seem happy.

Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 

Inge Dorsey
	
Principal’s Report 
1.   Gymnastics until the end of February (District & Provincials)
2.   Science Fair vs Heritage Fair (Staff considering options)
3.   Professional Development Day is Feb 1st    
Morning: 	Becky Newson, Literacy mentor 
 Afternoon:	Math Centres			
4.   SMARTBOARD update / Clickers / ELMO
5.   Spring Park Kindergarten preparations - Newsletter being prepared with details
6.   School Gymnastics meet is Jan 28th many other dates to follow (Feb meeting)
7.   Hackmatack set to begin
8.  Mould Test Results for school
9.  Parent Survey to be conducted in next few months.
10. Lunch menu
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